
June 18, 2018 Reflection 

“….thy word is a lamp unto my feet” 

I couldn’t help, but chuckle when reading today’s first reading. Jezebel was the name of a 
stubborn cow my Dad owned when I was growing up. I remember every time Dad tried to corral 
Jezebel and the rest of the cattle herd in the barn Jezebel would bolt from the herd and literally 
go through the electrical bobbed wire fence, leading the rest of herd astray. The funniest thing 
during all this turmoil was Dad’s reaction. Dad would take his hat off, throw it on the grown, and 
exclaim, “That Jezebel! She did it again!” Needless to say, Jezebel didn’t stay around much 
longer. Oops! I am getting ahead of the story. 

Let’s back track and revisit the readings one more time. (Please read the readings once more) 

The written word gives powerful presidency to the notorious Jezebel. Her written instructions 
and actions lead many stray, breaking God’s sovereign covenant three ways: 

1.  materialistic coveting another’s property 
2.  blasphemous bearing false witness 
3. stoning and killing an innocent man. 

In the words of the Psalm 5, one can hear the pleas of innocent crying out: 

Hearken to my words, O LORD, 
For you, O God, delight not in wickedness; 
You destroy all who speak falsehood; 
The bloodthirsty and the deceit. 

“What does a man good to gain the world and lose his soul”…  

In the Gospel, Jesus offers words of comfort… 

“Offer no resistance… give it to them anyway…go that extra mile” . The question is will today 
your words bring death or life? 

Pray with me: 

Lord I hear your voice. I have read Your words. May the words I speak bring Your Light to  
others and light their way back to you. Walk with me. Speak life through me! 

Enjoy this YouTube song, Speak Life, by TobyMac 

https://youtu.be/brufxoy8TAA 

God bless you always,      Christina “Tina” Wheatley �🙏🙏🎶🎶 

https://youtu.be/brufxoy8TAA


 

June 19, 2018 Reflection 

But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of 
your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes the rain to fall on 
the just and the unjust.  Matthew 5:44-45 

Our parish mission says we are to love God and neighbor as Jesus instructed us.  I don’t think we have 
any huge obstacles to this.  However, Jesus also wants us to love our enemies and pray for those who 
persecute us.  This is easier said than done for most of us.  These are the people we avoid!  If they would 
only take the time to know us, surely they wouldn’t be our enemies or try to persecute us. 

Who are the people we treat as enemies or people we persecute by word or actions?  Do we pray for 
them?  Is it possible, if we were to pray for these people that come to mind, that prayer might be the 
only prayer intention offered on their behalf that day? 

Good or bad, just or unjust.  There have been times we’ve fit in every category.  Thank the Lord that we 
are in the midst of a loving, supportive community.  We have the assurance that people are more than 
willing to pray for and with us in the good times and the bad times.  In return we are instructed to do 
the same for our neighbor and our enemies. 

Blessings to you always…Michele Ashby  

 

June 20, 2018 Reflection 

“And your Father who sees in secret will repay you.” MT 6:4 
 
Today’s Gospel reading is one of my favorites. In today's Gospel Jesus tells us not to be like those who 
display their faith in public and make a show of it. Rather, he is instructing us to be heartfelt and sincere 
in our deeds and in our interactions with our fellow man. What is the truest version of ourselves? When I 
was at Franciscan University for college, you could see the abundance of faith on Campus, and while 
everyone had their way of praying and showing faith, no one was bragging that their way was better than 
everyone else’s way. There are many ways to show our faith. Whether it be charismatic, traditional, a 
mixture of both. Every act of faith, no matter how small, is big in God’s eyes, and he will reward us in 
our Eternal life. Ask yourself today, how I can be sincere to others and in all that I do. 
 
May God Bless you always, 
 
Karen Strenk 

 

June 21, 2018 Reflection – not available at time of posting 



June 22, 2018 Reflection 

Friday June 22nd 2018. Feast Day of St. Paulinus of Nola; Saints John Fisher and Thomas More. 
MATTHEW 6:19-23  

When is enough…ENOUGH??  

In today’s reading, Jesus tells us how useless it is to store up treasures here on earth. How much 
time and energy do you spend on “earthly things?” Sure, we need a roof over our heads, food on our 
tables, clothes on our backs but where does it stop? Where do we draw the line between Needs vs 
Wants? What really makes us happy? 

I know how easy it is to get caught up in the acquisition of things. Things that look good, give us 
pleasure or fulfill a want or need deep in our hearts; but Jesus says we are missing the point. Only HE 
can fill that void.  

Do you really need it? And once it is bought or gained, was it worth the money or trouble? Is 
that what we want to think about on our deathbed? 

 “Wow, sure wish I had gotten a new truck before I died!” 

Look around you. Time is the most precious commodity you have. Time with your loved ones. 
Time in adoration or in prayer with the one person that fills ALL voids, ALL wants and ALL needs. Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord and Savior. 

“The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is sound, your whole body will be filled with light; 
but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be in darkness.” 

Sometimes the eye wants what the heart and body doesn’t need. Keep your eyes on the Savior 
of the Universe. He will provide what you need. He who knows that enough is enough will always have 
enough.   

Here’s hoping we all have enough,   Keith Thompson 

 


